
Reenvisioning 
North Capitol Street

A vision for a safe, connected, 
equitable, and green boulevard. 



Purposes of this 
presentation:

● To focus the conversion on the 
key problems with North 
Capitol Street;

● To get community feedback 
and input on a new vision for 
North Capitol Street; and

● To highlight how developing 
and assessing alternatives is 
critical in the planning process. 



We have a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to reimagine North Capitol Street. 

North Capitol 
Street at T St. NE, 
looking North 
before the 
underpass was 
constructed



A broad coalition supports transforming the 
corridor from Michigan Ave to Massachusetts Ave

Signatories of letter requesting concept study for 
redesign of North Capitol Street:

● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6E
● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6C
● NoMa Business Improvement District
● North Capitol Main Street
● NoMa/H Street Civic Association
● Eckington Civic Association
● LeDroit Park Civic Association
● Sibley Plaza Townhouses Residents’ Assn.
● Washington Area Bicyclist Association (WABA)
● Ward 5 for All
● Pub and the People
● Republic Cantina
● Jeffery A Shapiro, Owner, K&B Sodas
● Karim & Associates Financial Services
● 7DrumCity

In June, Eckington Civic Association endorsed a 
statement drafted in coordination with the 
Deckover steering committee (and pending 
approval from the Bloomingdale Civic 
Association) requesting “that the Mayor and 
District Department of Transportation and Office 
of Planning initiate a study of North Capitol 
Street from Massachusetts Avenue to Michigan 
Avenue.”

The statement says, among other things, that 
both associations are “committed to improving 
safety on this corridor and ensuring that 
changes to this historic boulevard prioritize the 
needs of adjacent communities.”

http://ward5forall.org/2021/02/18/letter-requesting-north-capitol-redesign-concept-study-in-dc-fy22-budget/


There is $1 million in the FY 2022 budget for a 
study of North Capitol Street

On June 10, 2021, Acting DDOT Director Everett 
Lott testified at DDOT’s budget hearing, “I know 
there was some testimony I did a little bit earlier 
about the North Capitol Street deckover, and 
that money is intended for us to look at both the 
deckover design--or to study the deckover--but 
also that corridor in terms of safety 
improvements that we can make on that 
corridor, so it’s a combination of both the 
deckover, which I know people were specifically 
referencing, but also the actual safety along the 
North Capitol Street corridor.”



DC Council Committee on Transportation & the 
Environment supports studying the whole corridor

● “The Committee believes the study should cover the North 
Capitol Street corridor from Michigan Avenue to Massachusetts 
Avenue, and should consider the possibility of restoring the 
corridor to grade between Massachusetts and Michigan 
Avenues.”

● “In addition, the committee believes that DDOT should analyze 
the safety, connectivity, equity, sustainability, and accessibility 
benefits of each alternative.”



What are the 
problems with North 
Capitol Street that we 
need to address?



North Capitol Street has four glaring flaws:

It’s unsafe. 

It divides neighborhoods. 

It is inequitable & inaccessible. 

It is congested & inefficient. 

The street’s design encourages high vehicle speeds, which 
cause deaths, serious injuries, and property damage.

The underpasses & wide, dangerous streetscape cut off 
east-west streets between communities, such as 
Bloomingdale & Eckington and Sursum Corda/NW One & 
NoMA.  

North Capitol Street fails bus riders (who are more likely 
than drivers to be lower income and people of color) and 
pedestrians--especially those in wheelchairs and strollers 

We can’t add more space for cars (and we need to reduce 
the pollution they create), so we need to prioritize transit to 
move more people around more efficiently in the space we 
have.



A closer look at how 
North Capitol Street is 
unsafe



North Capitol Street is deadly and destructive

These are just a few of the crashes that occured on North Capitol 
Street in 2020. Three people were killed.



It’s one of the most dangerous corridors in DC

Each heart represents a 
fatal crash. There have 
been 8 fatalities in the 
last 5 years on this 
stretch of North Capitol 
Street. (2 people died in 
one crash)

Source: DDOT 
heatmap of crashes

https://dcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/a2f1cca5159e4c6eae197895d2e08336
https://dcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/a2f1cca5159e4c6eae197895d2e08336


Deadly & 
dangerous 
crashes are 
concentrated at 
either end of the 
north underpass

Source: DDOT 
heatmap of crashes

North Cap from Michigan Ave to P st.

Deadly & dangerous 
crashes near South 
underpass and at 
intersections of 
major arterials

Source: DDOT 
heatmap of crashes

North Cap from P st. to Mass Ave.

https://dcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/a2f1cca5159e4c6eae197895d2e08336
https://dcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/a2f1cca5159e4c6eae197895d2e08336
https://dcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/a2f1cca5159e4c6eae197895d2e08336
https://dcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/a2f1cca5159e4c6eae197895d2e08336


There are additional high-crash intersections 
throughout the corridor

North Capitol Street & M Street North Capitol Street & New York Ave. 

There are others: North Cap & Mass. Ave, H st., NY Ave, Florida Ave, Rhode Island Ave, & MI Ave



A closer look at how 
North Capitol Street 
divides communities.



The north 
underpass 
blocks east/west 
movement at 
five points 

The underpasses cut off east-west streets between neighboring communities

The south 
underpass 
blocks east/west 
movement at 
three points 



The underpasses block east-west movement 

North Capitol Street & V North Cap. & S 

North Cap. & Seaton



The underpasses block east-west movement 

North Cap. & Hanover Pl. 

North Cap. & O St. 

North Capitol Street & Patterson Pl. 



Safety and connectivity are related

● The limited number of 4-way intersections creates 
dangerous “choke” points, including at M street, New York 
Avenue, R street, Rhode Island, and W street.

● The underpasses encourage speeding, especially during 
off-peak hours (when there is less congestion).

● The supposed traffic benefits of the underpasses should be 
scrutinized. They don’t improve traffic flow if there is 
simply a backup at the first light after each underpass. 



A closer look at how North 
Capitol Street is inequitable 
and inaccessible.



North Capitol St prioritizes drivers even though only 31% 
of neighboring residents drive to work

● 2019 ACS Data on principal 
mode of commute shows 
that only 31% of residents 
along North Capitol Street 
drive to work. 

● 61 percent of North Capitol 
St. neighbors rely on other 
means--transit (35%), 
walking (19%), or biking 
(7%). 

● North Capitol Street is not 
built for all users.

Neighborhood Transit Car Walk Bike Other

Mass Ave 29% 16% 39% 2% 14%

NoMA 41% 25% 21% 5% 8%

K/H street NW 27% 27% 33% 3% 10%

NW One & Sursum 
Corda 31% 31% 30% 4% 3%

Truxton Circle 31% 37% 11% 11% 10%

West Eckington 42% 30% 7% 11% 9%

East Eckington 46% 31% 10% 6% 7%

South Bloomingdale 27% 41% 17% 8% 6%

North Bloomingdale 30% 36% 12% 15% 8%

Stronghold/Edgewood 27% 46% 4% 6% 7%

All N. Cap. Neighbors 35% 31% 19% 7% 8%Source: https://censusreporter.org/



Improving bus service is key for transportation equity

● Over half of WMATA bus 
customers are low income

● Over half of WMATA bus 
customers do not have access 
to a car. (Owning or leasing a 
car and paying for insurance & 
gas is expensive!!)

● Eighty-one percent of WMATA 
bus customers are Black, 
Hispanic, or other people of 
color

Source: https://bustransformationproject.com/resources/the-bus-system-and-its-riders-today/

https://bustransformationproject.com/resources/the-bus-system-and-its-riders-today/


● 38 percent of Route 80 buses 
are late, and the average 
delay is 14 minutes.

● The average bus speed is 8.2 
miles per hour, which is 
slower than a scooter or a 
bicycle. 

● Bus trips to downtown DC 
can take as long as 30-40 
minutes when they should 
take 10-15 minutes.

Bus service on North Capitol Street is failing

Source: https://metrobusreportcard.com/corridor/4



These sidewalk are hostile to pedestrians, especially 
residents who use wheelchairs or strollers 



A closer look at how North 
Capitol Street is congested 
and inefficient.



Congestion (& pollution) 
is king

● Traffic on North Capitol Street 
already exceeds capacity at peak 
hours, and there is no way to 
make room for more cars. 

● The supposed traffic benefits of 
the current design are illusory, 
because cars back up along the 
whole corridor during rush hour.

● Single occupancy vehicles are a 
major source of pollution, and we 
need to reduce reliance on them.  



To move more people using the limited space we have, 
we have to encourage modes of transit besides cars

Source: DDOT

North Capitol 
Street’s maximum 

capacity is currently 
about 3,600-6,000 

people/hr 

https://ddot.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/page_content/attachments/KStreetBoards_April2020.pdf


We are living through a 
global pandemic that 
highlights the 
importance of 
confronting local 
sources of air pollution

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-coronavirus-covid.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-coronavirus-covid.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/04/28/environmental-justice-pollution/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/04/28/environmental-justice-pollution/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/04/28/environmental-justice-pollution/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/04/28/environmental-justice-pollution/


You can’t make North Capitol St. 
“green” without encouraging more 
people to walk, ride, or cycle. 



Underpass

Street level Street level

<-------We have a lot of space to use more equitably and efficiently------->



<----Even at the corridor’s narrowest points---->



A new vision for 
North Capitol Street



Basic premise: to improve safety, connectivity, equity, and efficiency, we 
need to transform North Capitol Street from a highway to a boulevard.



Filling in the 
underpass 
would create 
multiple 
opportunities to 
calm traffic and 
reduce vehicle 
speeds

Filling in the 
underpass would 
restore 
east-west 
access



Entire corridor at street level (98 feet right of way)



There are options within this framework
Proposal: bus & bike 
lanes, 4 car lanes, & 

off-peak 
parking/PUDO

3 car lanes, larger 
sidewalks, front 

yards, and/or cafes. 
No parking.

4 car lanes, larger 
sidewalks, front 

yards, and/or cafes. 
No bike lanes



Tradeoffs matter

Existing at underpass 8,000 people/hr

6,500 people/hrExisting at R street

Proposed for corridor 17,500+ people/hr



Return right-of-way to adjacent business and 
residents 

● Eliminating the underpasses frees up 
approximately 20 feet of space in the 
right of way of these segments. 

● Local residents could decide whether 
they would prefer to reclaim 10 ft. on 
each side for 

○ Rapid-boarding bus stops

○ front yards, 

○ patios, cafes, etc.

○ park space. 



Example: Current Conditions



Take advantage of wider right of way (106 ft) ...



Rapid Boarding bus stops one great option



Example: Expanded Sidewalks

Note--these examples are 
temporary installations.  
We’re envisioning 
permanent sidewalk 
expansions on North Cap.



This vision can 
deliver new park 
space without making 
the underpasses 
permanent



The city could make equitable investments in park space 
throughout the corridor

North Cap & Rhode Island North Cap & NY Ave 

● We can repurpose some 
of that ROW to bring 
additional green space to 
the community.

● That could both be 
smaller “pocket parks” 
running along the street 
and/or...



A modified version of the “deckover” 
park could be built at North Cap, 
Lincoln Rd., & Florida Ave

● Deckover plan has a fantastic vision for a park 
with a focus on local history and sections for 
play, monumental views of the Capitol, and space 
for a cafe. 

● The space where Lincoln Rd., North Capitol St., 
and Florida avenue intersect could support the 
same concepts in a very similar shape and size.

● DDOT has already proposed closing the lower 
section of Lincoln Rd. to vehicle traffic in its 2013 
Mid City East Livability Study. 

● Building a deckover-sized park here would deliver 
park space without making permanent the 
problems created by the North underpass. 



This vision is 
consistent with the 
current generation of 
“complete streets” that 
DDOT is designing. 



Precedent: K street NW (coming in FY 2022)

Current condition:
● 6-8 vehicle lanes, 

including large 
service lanes

● No bus lanes
● No bike lanes

Planned condition:
● 4 vehicle lanes
● Dedicated 

transitway
● Center-running 

bike lanes Source: DDOT

https://ddot.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/page_content/attachments/KStreetBoards_April2020.pdf


Precedent: Pennsylvania Avenue SE (in design)

Current condition:
● 6 vehicle lanes
● 2 parking lanes
● No bus lanes
● No bike lanes

Planned condition:
● 4 vehicle lanes
● 2 bus/parking 

lanes
● Curbside 

protected bike 
lanes

Source: DDOT via Washcycle

https://www.thewashcycle.com/bike_lanes/


DDOT should study 
alternative visions for 
the corridor and assess 
whether they solve 
North Capitol Street’s 
problems.



North Capitol Street from Michigan Ave to 
Mass Ave could be a community boulevard 

● Improve safety by narrowing the corridor and eliminating the 
underpasses to reduce speeding & associated crashes

● Reconnect neighborhoods by restoring 8 east-west local 
streets by eliminating underpasses

● Use separated bus lanes to ease congestion and shorten 
commute times (bus service could be expanded with Ward 5 
circulator; emergency vehicles and hospital buses could also 
use the bus lanes). 

● Make the entire corridor accessible and inviting to 
pedestrians

● Incorporate curbside bike/micro-mobility lanes to add 
additional emission-free capacity 



This vision fixes North Capitol Street’s four big problems

Problem

It’s unsafe. 

It divides. 

It is inequitable.

It is congested. 

Solution

Eliminate underpasses & reduce vehicle speeds

Reconnect east-west streets 

Prioritize efficient bus service & pedestrian accessibility

Use dedicated bus lanes move more people faster



Goals
Alternative 1:
Keeping the 

Underpasses

Alternative 2: 
Eliminating the 
Underpasses 

Increase safety

Reconnect neighborhoods

Improve bus and pedestrian 
mobility

Reduce congestion & 
pollution

Deliver new park space 

DDOT should assess the alternatives



We welcome your 
questions and 

comments

Nick Sementelli
Ward 5 for All
ward5forall@gmail.com

Conor Shaw
President
Eckington Civic Association
conormarcusshaw@gmail.com


