Historic Preservation

Historic Preservation Strives to:
1.

IDENTIFY
- Survey and document potential historic resources

2.

PROTECT
- Designate landmarks and districts
- Review alterations, new construction, demolitions
and subdivisions to ensure compatible treatments

3.

PROMOTE
- Encourage reuse, rehabilitation and adaptation
- Standards, Guidelines, and Regulations
- Incentives

Benefits of Historic Designation
• Allows for community involvement in
managing change
• Maintains community character and
“sense of place”
• Helps insure compatibility
• Minimizes the loss of historic
materials and history
• Promotes rehabilitation and
restoration
• Provides incentives such as tax
credits, easements, and waivers from
certain building codes

Compatibility is achieved through careful
attention to the following design principles:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Setback
Orientation
Scale
Proportion
Rhythm
Massing
Height
Materials
Color
Roof Shape
Landscape Features
Details & Ornamentation

Historic Preservation Review
Do I need a permit?
Contact HPO to see if the work you want to do requires a permit:

Yes:

No:

Additions
Brick pointing
Fence repair or replacement
Roof replacement
Window and door replacement
Installing solar panels
Interior demolition

Painting
“Ordinary Repairs”
Storm windows, window screens
Tile, carpeting, floor coverings
Cabinets, countertops, trim work
Movable fixtures
Plantings

Historic Preservation Review
How do I get a permit?
Review the HPO Design Guidelines and discuss the project
with HPO staff and they will advise you on next steps:

1

Most projects can be reviewed by HPO staff at DCRA
as part of the permit process:
• Applicant brings in photos and drawings and HPO
staff will advise on best material, size, style, etc.
• HPO can sign off on permit at DCRA

2

More complex projects (large additions) will be reviewed by HPRB:
• HPO staff will work with applicant/architect advising them on
the most appropriate and compatible design direction
• HPO staff writes staff report for HPRB
• Applicant/architect presents project to HPRB (monthly meeting)
• HPRB votes and if they approve the design the applicant can
move forward with the design development and permit process

Home Owner Grant Program
What is it?
A cash grant up to $25,000 ($35,000 in Anacostia)
to homeowners to be used for the restoration of a
house that contributes to the character of select
historic districts.

What can it be used for?
•

Exterior restoration work like windows, doors,
roofs, siding, porches, stoops, even fences.

•

Restoration of original materials preferred over
replacement.

•

Reconstruction of missing features also a priority.

•

Interior structural repairs eligible.

What it can’t be used for:
•

Cosmetic interior work

•

Building systems like plumbing, heating, cooling

•

Insulation and other energy efficiency improvements
not integral to restoration work.

Home Owner Grants
Approximately 15 Grants per year are awarded across the city

Where are they currently available?
• Anacostia

• Mount Pleasant

• Blagden Alley/Naylor Court • Mount Vernon Square
• Capitol Hill

• Mount Vernon Triangle

• Fourteenth Street

• Shaw

• U Street

• Strivers’ Section

• LeDroit Park

• Takoma

Who is eligible?
1. Homeowner
2. Low- to moderate-income
3. Homestead Tax Deduction at the time of application

The Preservation Law was amended
in 2006 to create the Home Owner
Grant Program and listed these
historic districts as eligible.
To add a new historic district to the
Home Owner Grant Program, the
citizens could ask their
CouncilMember to have Council
vote on amending the list.

Zoning
1

Most projects are by right.
What are the neighborhood’s zones?

2

•

Commercial or industrial near
Florida Avenue and rail tracks

•

Moderate density residential
everywhere else

Some projects ask for limited relief
• Reviewed by BZA

2

3

More complex projects may be PUDs
• Reviewed by Zoning Commission
• Trilogy (medium density built)

• Proposed JBG/Flower Mart (high density proposed)
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